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Standard Specification for
Rope-Lay-Stranded Copper Conductors Having Concentric-
Stranded Members, for Electrical Conductors  *

This standard is issued under the fixed designation B 173; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilonef indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This specification covers bare rope-lay-stranded conductors having concentric-stranded members made from round copper
wires, either uncoated or coated with tin, lead, or lead-alloy for use as electrical conductors (Explanatory Note 1 and Note 2).

1.2 Coated wires shall include only those wires with finished diameters and densities substantially equal to the respective
diameters and densities of uncoated wires.

1.3 The values stated in inch-pound or Sl units are to be regarded separately as standard. Each system shall be used
independently of the other. Combining values from the two systems may result in nonconformance with the specification. For
conductor sizes desighated by AWG or kcmil, the requirements in Sl units have been numerically converted from corresponding
values, stated or derived, in inch-pound units. For conductor sizes designated by Sl units only, the requirements are stated or
derived in Sl units.

1.3.1 For density, resistivity, and temperature, the values stated in Sl units are to be regarded as standard.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 The following documents of the issue in effect at the time of reference form a part of this specification to the extent
referenced herein:
2.2 ASTM Standards:

! This specification is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee BO1 on Electrical Conductors and is the direct responsibility of SubcommitteenBO&r@#uctors
of Copper and Copper Alloys.

Current edition approvee—Mar. Oct. 10, 2001. Published-May November 2001. Originally issued 1942 to replace portions of B 158 —41 T. Last prievious edit
B 173 —9501.

Copyright © ASTM International, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959, United States.



