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This standard is issued under the fixed designation B 258; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilonej indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.
This standard has been approved for use by agencies of the Department of Defense.
1. Scope

1.1 This specification prescribes standard nominal diameters and cross-sectional areas of American Wire Gage (AWG) sizes of
solid round wires, used as electrical conductors, and gives equations and rules for the calculation of standard nominal mass and
lengths, resistances, and breaking strengths of such wires (Explanatory Note 1).

1.2 The values stated in inch-pound or Sl units are to be regarded separately as standard. Each system shall be used
independently of the other. Combining values of the two systems may result in nonconformance with the specification. For
conductor sizes designated by AWG or kcmil sizes, the requirements in Sl units have been numerically converted from the
corresponding values stated or derived, in inch-pound units. For conductor sizes designated by Sl units only, the requirements are
stated or derived in Sl units.

1.2.1 For density, resistivity and temperature, the values stated in Sl units are to be regarded as standard.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:
A 111 Specification for Zinc-Coated (Galvanized) “Iron” Telephone and Telegraph Line Wire
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