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This standard is issued under the fixed designation C 496/C 496M; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year
of original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval.
A superscript epsilon (e) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

This standard has been approved for use by agencies of the Department of Defense.

1. Scope*

1.1 This test method covers the determination of the splitting tensile strength of cylindrical concrete specimens, such as molded
cylinders and drilled cores. NOTE 1—For methods of molding cylindrical concrete specimens, see Practice C 192 and Practice
C 31. For methods of obtaining drilled cores see Test Method C 42.

1.2 The values stated in either inch-pound or SI units are to be regarded separately as standard. The SI units are shown in
brackets. The values stated in each system may not be exact equivalents; therefore, each system shall be used independently of
the other. Combining values from the two systems may result in nonconformance with the standard.

1.3 This standard does not purport to address all of the safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the responsibility
of the user of this standard to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of regulatory
limitations prior to use.

1.4 The text of this standard references notes that provide explanatory material. These notes shall not be considered as
requirements of the standard.

1 This test method is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee C-9 C09 on Concrete and Concrete Aggregates and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee C09.61
on Testing Concrete for Strength.

Current edition approved Jan. 10, 1996. Feb. 1, 2004. Published March 1996. 2004. Originally published as C 496 – 62. approved in 1962. Last previous edition approved
in 1996 as C 496 – 906.
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This document is not an ASTM standard and is intended only to provide the user of an ASTM standard an indication of what changes have been made to the previous version. Because
it may not be technically possible to adequately depict all changes accurately, ASTM recommends that users consult prior editions as appropriate. Inall cases only the current version
of the standard as published by ASTM is to be considered the official document.

*A Summary of Changes section appears at the end of this standard.
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