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1. Scope

1.1 This test method covers the evaluation of the shear stability of an oil containing polymer in terms of the permanent loss in
viscosity that results from irradiating a sample of the oil in a sonic oscillator. This test method can be useful in predicting the
continuity of this property in an oil where no change is made in the base stock or the polymer. It is not intended that this test method
serve to predict the performance of polymer-containing oils in service.

1.2 Evidence has been presented that correlation between the shear degradation results obtained by means of sonic oscillation
and those obtained in mechanical devices can be poor. This is especially true in the case of automotive engines. Further evidence

1 This test method is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee D-2 D02 on Petroleum Products and Lubricants and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee D02.07
on Flow Properties.
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