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This standard is issued under the fixed designation D 3078; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (e) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This test method covers the determination of gross leaks in flexible packaging containing a headspace gas. Test sensitivity
is limited to 13 10−5 atm cm3 /s (13 10−6 Pa m3/s) or even less sensitive as indicated in a recent interlaboratory test (reported
in Section 12).

1.2 Small leaks may not be detected by this procedure. Viscoelastic effects on the products, or entrapped air, become significant
and prevent passage through small openings. Positive pressure inside the pouch after the vacuum is drawn may force the product
to plug small leaks. The size of the leak that can be detected is dependent upon the products contained, the nature of the packaging
material, and the test parameters selected.

1.3 This standard does not purport to address all of the safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the responsibility
of the user of this standard to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of regulatory
limitations prior to use.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:

1 This test method is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee F-2 F02 on Flexible Barrier Materials and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee F02.30 on Test
Methods.

Current edition approved March 15, 1994. Dec. 10, 2002. Published May 1994. February 2003. Originally published as D 3078 – 72. in 1972. Last previous edition
approved in 1984 as D 3078 – 84.
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