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Standard Test Method for 
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APPARATUS1 
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1. ScOpe 

1.1 This test method covers the determination 
of the comparative degree of black marking of 
floor polishes by the ladder-pendulum apparatus 
with a rubber block. 

1.2 This standard may involve hazardous ma­
terials, operations. and equipment. This standard 
does not purport to address alia/the sq[ety prob­
lems associated with its use. It is the responsibil­
ity of the user of this standard to establish appro­
priate sq[ety and health practices and determine 
the applicability 0/ regulatory limitations prior to 
use. 

2. Referenced Document 

2.1 ASTM Standard: 
D 1436 Methods for Application of Emulsion 

Floor Polishes to Substrates for Testing 
Purposes2 

3. Definition 

3.1 black marking-black marks on a flooring 
surface usually caused by the impact of the soles 
and heels of footwear. 

4. Significance 

4.1 The black markings obtained in this test 
are quite similar to those which occur on a floor 
in normal use. Comparing results of tests of 
various polishes will indicate the relative degree 
of black marking that will occur when these 
polishes are used on a floor and subjected to 
normal foot traffic. 

4.2 A control sample should be included in 
each test. 

5. Apparatus 

5.1 Ladder-Pendulum Apparatus with 3-ft 
ladder-See Fig. I. 

5.2 Rubber Testing Block,] 51 by 51 by 13 
mm (2 by 2 by III in.) in thickness. 

5.3 Official Vinyl Composition Tile (OVCT),3 
white, 305 by 305 mm (12 by 12 in.). 

6. Test Specimen (Tile Preparation) 

6.1 Coat the tile in accordance with Method 
D 1436 or similar coating method. 

6.2 Regardless of the method for coating the 
tile. use only one method if a series of tests are 
being run on a single polish or on a group of 
polishes. 

6.3 The coated test specimen should dry 24 h 
before testing. 

6.4 A control sample should be included in 
each test. 

7. Preparation of Rubber Test Block 

7.1 Before each test, prepare the rubber block 
as follows: Place a sheet of 400-A carborundum 
paper on a flat surface. Sand the rubber test block 
gently on all sides by moving the rubber test 
block back and forth four times on each side. 

I This test method is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Com­
mittee 0-21 on Polishes, and is the direct responsibility of 
Subcommittee D21.04 on Performance Tests. 
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