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Standard Performance Specification for

WOVEN TERRY HOUSEHOLD KITCHEN AND BATH

TOWEL FABRICS 1

This standard is issued under the fixed designation D 3821; the number immediately following the designation indicates the

year of original adoption or. in the case of revision, the year of last revision A number in parentheses indicates the yearo a

reapproval A superscript epsilon (c) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This performance specification covers

woven terry fabrics to be used in the manufac-

turing of beach, bath, hand, finger tip, kitchen

towels, and facecloths.

1.2 This performance specification is not ap-

plicable to woven terry fabrics used for apparel.

1.3 These requirements apply to the length

and width directions for woven fabrics for those

properties where fabric direction is pertinent.

2. Applicable Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:

D 123 Definitions of Terms Relating to Tex-

tiles
2 3

D 1682 Tests for Breaking Load and Elon-

gation of Textile Fabrics
2

D2905 Practice for Statements on Number

of Specimens Required to Determine the

Average Quality of Textiles
2

2.2 AATCC Methods :

4

8-1974 Colorfastness to Crocking: AATCC
Crockmeter Method

16A-1974 Colorfastness to Light: Carbon-

Arc Lamp, Continuous Light

16E-1976 Colorfastness to Light: Water

Cooled Xenon-Arc Lamp, Continuous

Light

61-1975 Colorfastness to Washing, Domestic

and Laundering, Commercial: Accelerated

97-1975 Noncotton Content of Bleached

Cotton Textiles

116-1974 Colorfastness to Crocking: Rotary

Vertical Crockmeter Method

135-1973 Dimensional Changes in Auto-

matic Home Laundering of Durable Press

Woven or Knit Fabric

Evaluation Procedure 1 Gray Scale for Color

Change
Evaluation Procedure 2 Gray Scale for Stain-

ing

Evaluation Procedure 3 AATCC Chromatic

Transference Scale

Note i—The specific dated editions of ASTM
test methods that prevail in this document are refer-

enced in Section 7.

3. Definitions

3.1 For definitions of textile terms used in

this specification, refer to the individual ASTM

and AATCC methods and to Definitions

D 123.

4. Uses and Significance

4.1 Upon mutual agreement between the

purchaser and the seller, woven fabrics in-

tended for this end use should meet all of the

requirements listed in Table 1 ot this specifi-

cation.

4.2 It is recognized that for purposes of fash-

ion or aesthetics the ultimate consumer of ar-

ticles made from these fabrics may find accept-

able fabrics that do not conform to all of the

requirements in Table 1. Therefore, one or

more of the requirements listed in Table 1 may

be modified by mutual agreement between the

purchaser and the seller.

1 This specification is under the jurisdiction of ASTM
Committee D-13 on Textiles and is the direct responsibility

of Subcommittee D 13.56 on Performance Standards for

Textile Fabrics.
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