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This standard is issued under the fixed designation D 5731; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (e) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope*

1.1 This test method covers the guidelines, requirements, and procedures for determining the point load strength index of rock.
Specimens in the form of rock cores, blocks, or irregular lumps can be tested by this test method. This test method can be
performed in the field or laboratory because the testing machine is portable. This is an index test and is intended to be used to
classify and characterize rock.

1.2 This test method applies to hard rock (compressive strength over 15 MPa (2200 psi)).
1.3 ThAll observed and calculated values shall conform to the guidelines for significant digits and rounding established in

Practice D 6026.
1.3.1 The method used to specify how data are collected, calculated, or recorded in this standard is not directly related to the

accuracy to which the data can be applied in design or other uses, or both. How one applies the results obtained using this standard
is beyond its scope.

1.4 The values stated in the SI units are to be regarded as standard.
1.45 This standard does not purport to address all of the safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the responsibility

of the user of this standard to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of regulatory
limitations prior to use.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:

1 This test method is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee D-18 on Soil and Rock and is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee D18.12 on Rock Mechanics.
Current edition approved May 15, 1995. Nov. 10, 2002. Published January 2003. Originally approved in 1995. Last previous edition approved in 1995 as D5731–95.
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This document is not an ASTM standard and is intended only to provide the user of an ASTM standard an indication of what changes have been made to the previous version. Because
it may not be technically possible to adequately depict all changes accurately, ASTM recommends that users consult prior editions as appropriate. Inall cases only the current version
of the standard as published by ASTM is to be considered the official document.

*A Summary of Changes section appears at the end of this standard.
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