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INTRODUCTION

This test method is continually undergoing changes to reflect refinements in procedure, obsoles-
cence of parts or reagents. These changes or updates, as well as general information regarding the test
method, are issued as information letters by the ASTM Test Monitoring Center (TMC). Copies of
information letters pertaining to the test method may be obtained by contacting the ASTM Test
Monitoring Centef

The test method can be used by any properly equipped laboratory, without assistance of anyone not
associated with that laboratory. However, TMC provides reference oils and an assessment of the test
results obtained on those oils by the laboratory. By this means, the laboratory will know whether their
use of the test method gives results statistically similar to those obtained by other laboratories.
Furthermore, various agencies require that a laboratory utilize the TMC services in seeking
qualification of oils against specifications. For example, the U.S. Army imposes such a requirement,
in connection with several military lubricant specifications.

Accordingly, this test method is written for use by laboratories which utilize the TMC services.
Laboratories that choose not to use these services may simply ignore those portions of the test
procedure which refer to the TMC.
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