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This standard is issued under the fixed designation D6193; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (&) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.
This standard has been approved for use by agencies of the U.S. Department of Defense.
1. Scope

1.1 This practice covers the requirements and characteristics
of stitches and seams used in the fabrication of sewn items.

1.2 This practice identifies the category, formation, and
general purpose for stitch types and seam types used in the
fabrication of sewn items.

1.3 Subsequent to a general discussion of stitches and seams
that include schematic indices, this practice is comprised of the
following sections that are listed in the order in which they
appear:

1.3.1 Section 5—Classification of Stitch Types for which
drawings are shown in Stitch Figs. 1-69,

1.3.2 Section 6—Classification of Seam Types for which
drawings are shown in Seam Figs. 70-288, and

1.3.3 Annex AI—Seam Assembly Recommendations.

1.4 This standard does not purport to address all of the
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-
priate safety and health practices and determine the applica-
bility of regulatory limitations prior to use.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:”
D123 Terminology Relating to Textiles

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions:

3.1.1 bartack, n—a reinforcement stitch that effectively
minimizes tearing at the ends of critical stress stitchlines.

3.1.1.1 Discussion—Examples of critical stress stitchlines
include: ends of seams, zippers, pocket flaps, crotch/seat
seams, collars, webbing and other components. If the bartack-
ing process exhibits an insufficient number of stitches, im-
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proper thread size relationship or shortened bartack stitched
length then it will fail under stress. Bartacking, because of the
stitch density, can exhibit severe needle-cutting, thus creating a
self-destructive characteristic if number of stitches is
excessive, or sewing needle or thread size is too large for
fabric. Bartacking is specified strictly as a relationship between
length, width or throw and total stitches. It does not incorporate
stitches per inch as a typical seam may specify.

3.1.1.2 Discussion—Counting finished bartack stitches is
virtually impossible since the overall process consists of three
components. The process begins in a horizontal position to
achieve the required length and then forms the familiar zig-zag
stitch-line along the horizontal plane including backstitching at
both ends to lock in the zig-zag stitches to prevent raveling.
The zig-zag stitches criss-cross the initial horizontal stitch line
thus virtually hiding the initial stitch line.

3.1.2 needle damage, n—in sewn fabrics, the partial or
complete yarn severance or fiber fusing caused by a needle
passing through a fabric during sewing.

3.1.2.1 Discussion—This can also be referred to as needle
cuts.

3.1.3 seam, n—a line where two or more fabrics are joined,
usually near the edge. See also sewn seam, glued seam, stapled
seam, thermally bonded seam.)

3.1.4 seam allowance, n—in sewn fabrics, the distance from
the edge of a fabric to the parallel stitch line furthest from that
edge.

3.1.5 seam assembly, n—the composite structure obtained
when fabric(s) are joined by means of a seam.

3.1.6 seam damage, n— in sewn fabrics, an adverse change
in the physical condition of one or more of the components in
a seam which would reduce the seam acceptability such as yarn
slippage, needle damage, or fabric rupture.

3.1.7 seam efficiency, n—in sewn fabrics, the ratio of seam
strength to fabric strength.

3.1.7.1 Discussion—For some constructions, yarn strength
and stitch type can contribute to a higher seam efficiency value.

3.1.8 seam slippage, n—in sewn fabrics, the displacement
of the fabric yarn parallel and adjacent to the stitch line.
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