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Standard Practice for
Short Term Vehicle Service Exposure of Automotive
Coatings *

This standard is issued under the fixed designation D 6486; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilonef indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This practice provides the protocol for vehicle service exposure testing of automotive coatings. Such exposure testing i
valuable for the verification of the performance of automotive coatings and correlation with laboratory test data. Vehicle service
exposure is intended to provide short term (2 to 20 weeks) exposure to the stress factors associated with vehicle operation. Factt
included are scratch, mar, impact, stone chipping, insect impact, bird dropping, tree sap and staining, environmental fallout, et

Note 1—Vehicle service exposure is not intended to provide the conditions that are needed for characterizing the long term effects of weathering o
corrosion exposure.

1.2 The exposure conditions are produced by the placement of multiple test panels of automotive finishes on automotive te:
fleets that traverse a defined road course. Exposure to the operating environment can be 20 h/day, 7 days/week allowing f
accumulation of over 100 000 miles in 10 weeks of exposure.

1.3 The values stated in Sl units are to be regarded as the standard. The values given in parentheses are for information on

1.4 This standard does not purport to address all of the safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the responsibility
of the user of this standard to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of regulatory
limitations prior to use.

2. Referenced Documents
2.1 ASTM Standards:

1 This practice is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee"D-1 D01 on Paint and Related Coatings, Materials, and Applications , and is the dimibilitgspon
Subcommittee D01.55 on Factory Applied Coatings on Preformed Products.
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