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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this guide is to assist hemp farmers to produce consistent quality hemp straw that

can be processed optimally by decorticating companies or hemp hurd suppliers. It includes target

thresholds for moisture levels, weed or non-hemp plant content, stalk size and retting color of stalks.

Quality fiber from hemp can be used in several products but it should arrive at the decorticator with

some minimum quality properties to enable its optimum use.

1. Scope

1.1 This guide can be used by hemp farmers, hemp straw

companies and hemp decorticators to target aspects of straw

management that assist consistent quality.

1.2 This guide provides guidance for on-site management

targets to help manage against potential spoilage. This guide

will assist targeted use(s) until feasible in-field tests are

developed that can reliably assess factors related to hemp straw

spoilage.

1.3 Product wastage will be reduced if spoilage is avoided

or identified early. Decisions to retarget to other uses may be

done earlier and this may also help assess pricing, discounts,

and salvageable hemp straw.

1.4 The values stated in SI units are to be regarded as

standard. The values given in parentheses after SI units are

provided for information only and are not considered standard.

1.5 This standard does not purport to address all of the

safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the

responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-

priate safety, health, and environmental practices and deter-

mine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior to use.

1.6 This international standard was developed in accor-

dance with internationally recognized principles on standard-

ization established in the Decision on Principles for the

Development of International Standards, Guides and Recom-

mendations issued by the World Trade Organization Technical

Barriers to Trade (TBT) Committee.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:2

D8270 Terminology Relating to Cannabis

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions:

3.1.1 For definitions of terms used in this guide, refer to

Terminology D8270.

4. General Procedures

4.1 Ensure that standing hemp stalks meet optimum mois-

ture content for the region before harvesting, baling, or both as

hemp straw.3

4.2 It is recommended that the following information at

minimum is recorded for each hemp field where straw is

harvested: hemp variety, seeding rate, seeding and cutting

dates, harvest date and equipment used, bale type and wrap,

retting completed or not, weed and foreign plant content,

average stalk length and diameter, area where grown, and an

estimate of stalk consistency (see Table 1 for further descrip-

tion).

4.3 Talk to the buyer before harvesting as they may have

specific equipment that works with specific type of straw bales.

The buyer may require retted or non-retted straw and may have

guidance on bale storage, target delivery dates and other

contract specifications.

1 This guide is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee D37 on Cannabis and

is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee D37.07 on Industrial Hemp.

Current edition approved May 1, 2024. Published June 2024. DOI: 10.1520/

D8513-24.

2 For referenced ASTM standards, visit the ASTM website, www.astm.org, or

contact ASTM Customer Service at service@astm.org. For Annual Book of ASTM

Standards volume information, refer to the standard’s Document Summary page on

the ASTM website.
3 Influence of Field Practices on Hemp Straw, Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance,

Fiber Standards Committee, April 2021.
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