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INTRODUCTION

Appearance, including the appearance of objects, materials, and light sources, is of importance in
many arts, industries, and scientific disciplines. Appearance terms are used in a wide range of ASTM
standards as well as other documents of concern in standardization, testing, and specification. The
purpose of this terminology standard is to define terms relating to the description of appearance.

Definitions are of two distinctly different kinds. Adescriptivedefinition reports existing usage,
whereas aprescriptivedefinition is an invitation to use a term in a specific way. By agreement of
ASTM Committee E12 on Color and Appearance, the definitions in this terminology standard are
taken to beprescriptivein nature. Committee E12 thereby assumes a position of leadership in usage.

Terms and definitions in several terminology standards and vocabularies other than ASTM (see
References), as well as other ASTM terminology standards, have been considered for inclusion in this
terminology standard. An effort has been made to achieve greater accuracy, brevity, clarity, precision,
and internal consistency, and to draw distinctions that are useful in the practical measurement and
specification of appearance.

Suggestions for additions or revisions to this terminology standard are welcome.

1. Scope

1.1 This terminology standard defines terms used in the description of appearance, including but not limited to color, gloss,
opacity, scattering, texture, and visibility of both materials (ordinary, fluorescent, retroreflective) and light sources (including visual
display units).

1.2 It is the policy of ASTM Committee E12 on Appearance that this terminology standard include important terms and
definitions explicit to the scope, whether or not the terms are currently used in an ASTM standard. Terms that are in common use
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