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INTRODUCTION

Silicon dioxide (silica, SiQ) is encountered in nature and industry in a wide variety of forms. These
range from essentially anhydrous types with or without a very high degree of crystallinity, to highly
hydroxylated or hydrated types which are amorphous by x-ray diffraction examination. Crystalline
silica® exists in a number of forms or polymorphs. The three major forms, quartz, cristobalite, and
tridymite, pertain to this practice. Quartz (or alpha quartz) is the more common form encountered as
airborne particulates. Two of the polymorphs, cristobalite and tridymite are formed at elevated
temperatures and are much less common in nature, but might be encountered in several occupations
where silicas are fired (calcined) at high temperatdrEsese silica materials have a broad range of
physical and chemical properties.

1. Scope

1.1 This practice covers a description of several actions that
could be taken to reduce the probability of harmful occupa-
tional exposures to humans in environments containing respi-
rable crystalline silica.

1.2 Nothing in this practice shall be interpreted as requiring
any action that violates any statute or requirement of any
federal, state, or other regulatory agency.

1.3 This standard does not purport to address all of the

E 1238 Specification for Transferring Clinical Observations
Between Independent Computer Systéms

E 1239 Guide or Description of Reservation/Registration-
Admission, Discharge, Transfer (R-ADT) Systems for
Automated Patient Care Information Systéms

E 1384 Guide for Content and Structure of the Computer-
Based Patient Recatd

E 1633 Specification for Coded Values Used in Computer-
Based Patient Recatd

safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-
priate safety and health practices and determine the applica-
bility of regulatory limitations prior to uselt is the responsi-

bility of the user to consult all material safety data sheets and

labels pertaining to any hazardous materials used in this

standard.

2. Referenced Documents
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