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Standard Specification for
Tops, Furniture, Marine, Steel1

This standard is issued under the fixed designation F826; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of original
adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A superscript
epsilon (´) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This specification covers the construction of steel furni-
ture tops for use where invoked by other marine furniture
specifications.

1.2 This specification applies to tops for furniture case
goods only such as chests of drawers, log desks with cabinets,
and so forth.

1.3 The values stated in inch-pound units are to be regarded
as standard. The values given in parentheses are mathematical
conversions to SI units that are provided for information only
and are not considered standard.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:2

A366/A366M Specification for Commercial Steel (CS)
Sheet, Carbon, (0.15 Maximum Percent) Cold-Rolled
(Withdrawn 2000)3

B16/B16M Specification for Free-Cutting Brass Rod, Bar
and Shapes for Use in Screw Machines

B221 Specification for Aluminum and Aluminum-Alloy Ex-
truded Bars, Rods, Wire, Profiles, and Tubes

D907 Terminology of Adhesives
2.2 NEMA Specification:4

ANSI/NEMA LD-3 High Pressure Decorative Laminates
2.3 AISC Manual:5

AISC Wire and Sheet Metal Gauges Equivalent Thickness in
Decimals of an Inch, U.S. Standard Gauge (USSG) for
Uncoated Hot and Cold Rolled Sheets

2.4 ANSI Standard:6

A208.1 American National Standard for Mat Formed Par-
ticle Board

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard:
3.1.1 case goods—furniture items having drawers, a cabinet

with doors, or both.

3.1.2 edge binder—the strips of metal or other material
applied to the edges of a top.

3.1.3 lee rails—extensions above the surface of furniture
tops that retain items placed on top.

3.1.4 substrate material—the core, or structural material of
the top, to which the melamine laminate is directly bonded.

3.1.5 tops—the horizontal surface that makes up the upper
exposed surface of furniture items.

4. Classification

4.1 Tops shall be of the following types as required by the
specifications for the item of furniture and as indicated in the
ordering documents. See Fig. 1, Fig. 2, Table 1, and Table 2 for
details.

4.1.1 Type I—Top on which the edge binder is flush with the
top and the substrate material is steel.

4.1.2 Type II—Top on which the edge binder projects above
the upper surface of the top to act as a lee rail and the substrate
material is steel.

4.1.3 Type III—Top on which a lee rail is applied to the
upper surface of the finished top, the top has a self edge
securely bonded to the finished top, and the substrate material
is a particle or mineral board core.

4.1.4 Type IV—Top is an insert panel and the edge binder is
an integral part of the supporting furniture unit.

4.1.4.1 Grade 1—Substrate material and edge reinforce-
ments for Types I, II, and IV Grade 1 tops shall be a minimum
of 16 USSG (0.0598-in. or 1.6-mm) steel in accordance with
Specification A366/A366M.

4.1.4.2 Grade 2—Substrate material is a particle or mineral
board core with a minimum density of 45 lb/ft3 (722 kg/m3).
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