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INTRODUCTION

For many years the problem of pedestrian—motor vehicle collisions has been a major one in the
United States and the rest of the world. In the U.S., in the last three years for which data are available
(1988-1990), there have been on the average about 8200 pedestrian fatalities per year, of which about
54 % occurred at nightl).2 In addition, over 100 000 pedestrians were injured by motor vehicles each
year(2).

Lack of adequate visibility and conspicuity of pedestrians at night and during the day is considered
to play a direct role in many of these accidents. An investigation of pedestrian accidents lists the
following six driver and pedestrian actions necessary for safe travel: search, detection, evaluation,
decision, human action, and vehicle acti@).

Research shows that pedestrians typically overestimate their visipdljtySince the average
pedestrian is not likely to be able to determine means for establishing adequate visibility, guidelines
are needed to improve visibility and conspicuity of pedestrians. Guidelines and, in fact, stgiddards
6) have been provided for other road users (for example, trucks, passenger cars, motorcycles, and
bicycles) in an attempt to meet visibility needs, but not for pedestrians. This guide provides general
principles for the enhancement of pedestrian visibility both at night and during the day. These
principles also generally apply to anyone else exposed to motor vehicles, including construction
workers, airport workers, bicyclists, and motorcyclists.
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