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1. Scope

1.1 This guide provides suggestions for care and mainte-
nance of protective clothing that is both flame resistant and
thermally protective.

1.2 These suggestions cover processing by laundering.
1.2.1 This guide does not provide detailed suggestions for

dry cleaning. For more information contact your processor; his
dry cleaning equipment supplier and solvent supplier; and the
fiber, fabric, and garment manufacturers.

1.2.2 This guide does not apply to home laundering of
protective garments. Follow label direction or contact garment
supplier.

1.3 This guide identifies inspection criteria that are signifi-
cant to proper performance of protective clothing.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:
F 1002 Performance Specification for Protective Clothing

for Use by Workers Exposed to Specific Molten Substances
and Related Thermal Hazards2

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard—The
following terms have been defined specifically as they relate to
this guide:

3.1.1 care and maintenance, n—effective cleaning to re-
move soil and maximize use life of garments while maintaining
(not removing) protective properties.

3.1.2 end user, n—for the purpose of this guide, this term is
used to identify specifically the party requiring protective
clothing (for example, the employer of the person wearing the
garment).

3.1.3 finish, n—a chemical or mechanical modification, or
both, of the fabric for a specific performance result.

3.1.4 finishing technique, n—as applies to laundry and dry
cleaning procedures, the mechanical means by which the
garment is put in its final state (for example, pressing, drying,

wrinkle removal, etc.).
3.1.5 laundry formula, n—a list of chemicals, amounts, and

procedures used in a laundry operation.
3.1.6 processor, n—as applies to garment maintenance, the

party performing the care and maintenance operation.

4. Summary of Guide

4.1 This guide provides guidelines for use by suppliers,
processors, and the end user to effectively maintain protective
clothing and to provide means of determining when such items
should be removed from service. This guide includes the
following:

4.1.1 Classification of garments by fiber, fabric, and finish.
4.1.2 Classification of garments by degree and type of soil.
4.1.3 Recommendation of processing method (laundry or

dry clean) (see 1.2.1).
4.1.3.1 Recommendation of laundry formula to employ.
4.1.4 Recommendation of finishing technique.
4.1.5 Recommendations for removing garments from ser-

vice.

5. Significance and Use

5.1 This guide identifies the responsibilities of both the
processor and the processor’s chemical supplier, the fiber and
fabric suppliers, the end user, and the garment manufacturers.

5.2 This guide provides category designations to relate to
degree of soil and type of use for protective garments.

6. Procedure

6.1 The fiber, fabric, and garment manufacturers should
provide advice on the compatibility of the performance char-
acteristics with intended use and maintenance needs.

6.2 The processor and, if appropriate, the processor’s
chemical supplier and the end user should classify garments by
fiber, fabric, and finish (see Table 1).

6.3 This guide establishes the following categories for
segregating garments by characteristics significant to mainte-
nance:

6.3.1 Garments constructed exclusively of fabric from in-
herently flame-resistant fibers that are tolerant to high-laundry
and finishing temperatures.

6.3.2 Garments constructed exclusively of fabrics from
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