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1. Scope

1.1 This guide covers the standardized terminology and
types of observational data and indices appropriate to describe
the quantity, nature, and distribution of oil and physical oiling
conditions on shorelines that have been contaminated by an oil
spill.

1.2 This guide does not address the mechanisms and field
procedures by which the necessary data are gathered; nor does
it address terminology used to describe the cultural resource or
ecological character of oiled shorelines, spill monitoring, or
cleanup techniques.

1.3 The values stated in SI units are to be regarded as
standard. No other units of measurement are included in this
standard.

1.4 This standard does not purport to address all of the
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-
priate safety and health practices and determine the applica-
bility of regulatory limitations prior to use.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:*

F1686 Guide for Surveys to Document and Assess Oiling
Conditions

F2202 Guide for Describing Shoreline and Inland Response
Techniques

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions:

3.1.1 asphalt pavement—a naturally formed cohesive mix-
ture of weathered oil and sediments. Sediments in the mixture
are usually in the sand/granule/pebble size range. In
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appearance, natural asphalt pavement may resemble the mix-
ture artificially created to surface roads.

3.1.2 habitat types and zones—the land-water interface is
typically subdivided into across-shore zones. Dry land terrain
is typically distinguished by climate, altitude, and species.
From Guide F2204;

3.1.2.1 Discussion—Marine and estuarine shorelines, river
banks, and lake shores will be collectively referred to as
shorelines, shores, or shore-zones.

3.1.2.2 Discussion—Shore types include a range of imper-
meable (bedrock, ice, and manmade structures), permeable
(flats, beaches, and manmade), and coastal wetland (marshes,
mangroves,) habitats.

3.1.2.3 Discussion—Other non-shoreline, inland habitats in-
clude wetlands (pond, fen, bog, swamp, tundra, and shrub) and
drier terrains (grassland, desert, forests), and will be collec-
tively referred to as either wetlands or terrains, respectively

Tidal Environments

Lower Intertidal Zone—the lower approximate one-third of the intertidal zone

Mid Intertidal Zone—the middle approximate one-third of the intertidal zone

Upper Intertidal Zone—the upper approximate one-third of the intertidal zone

Supra-Tidal Zone—the area above the mean high tide that occasionally
experiences wave activity; also known as the splash zone

Non-Tidal Waters and Lake Environments

Lower Swash Zone—the area between the mean annual water level and the
lowest annual water level, the lower approximate one-half of the zone of
wave activity

Upper Swash Zone—the area between the highest annual water level and the
mean annual water level; the upper approximate one-half of the zone of
wave activity

Supra-Swash Zone—the area above the highest annual water level that
occasionally experiences wave activity, for example, during a surge or
a storm event

River Environments
Lower Bank—exposed only during low flow conditions
Midstream—areas exposed in a channel that are separated from the river bank
Upper Bank—under water only during bank-full river stage
Overbank—flood plain-inundated only by over-bank flow during
flood conditions

Dry Land Terrains

Desert—arid lands with little precipitation, of which there are four broad types:
hot and arid, semi-arid, coastal, and cold

Forest—treed lands of which there are three broad types: tropical, temperate,
and boreal/taiga

Grassland—grass-dominated lands of which there are two broad types: tropical
and temperate
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