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&' NOTE—Editorial changes were made in Sections 13, 14, and 16 in April 2012.

1. Scope

1.1 This guide covers evaluating a number of qualitative
performance parameters for full-scale oil spill removal systems
or individual components of those systems. It is intended to
complement the quantitative testing covered in Guide F631.

1.2 This guide is intended for potential purchasers of oil
spill removal equipment to ensure that suppliers meet their
needs and expectations.

1.3 This guide requires a subjective evaluation that could
vary widely when completed by different organizations. As
such, its main use would be as a means of comparing different
skimmers for a particular organization or application.

1.4 Not all of the items in this guide would apply to a
particular skimmer or to a particular cleanup application. Prior
to using this guide, users should carefully review the entire
contents and note those areas that are most important to their
needs. In particular, qualitative evaluation of items such as
workmanship of construction may not be applicable to proto-
type skimmers.

1.5 This standard does not purport to address all of the
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-
priate safety and health practices and determine the applica-
bility of regulatory limitations prior to use. Specific safety
precautions are given in Section 9.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:*

F625 Practice for Classifying Water Bodies for Spill Control
Systems

F631 Guide for Collecting Skimmer Performance Data in

! This guide is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee F20 on Hazardous
Substances and Oil Spill Responseand is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee
F20.12 on Removal.
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2 For referenced ASTM standards, visit the ASTM website, www.astm.org, or
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Controlled Environments
F1607 Guide for Reporting of Test Performance Data for Oil
Spill Response Pumps

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions:

3.1.1 production skimmer—full-scale device supplied for
testing and indicated by the manufacturer to be commercially
available.

3.1.2 prototype skimmer—device indicated by the developer
or manufacturer, or both, as being in the developmental stage
and not for sale on the commercial market.

3.1.3 qualitative performance data—characteristics re-
corded during the evaluation period other than those specified
by Guide F631.

4. Significance and Use

4.1 This guide provides procedures enabling the recording
of qualitative performance information under controlled test
conditions. This information can be used together with quan-
titative data to comprehensively evaluate a particular spill
removal device or as a means of comparing two or more
devices.

4.2 Although the qualitative assessment described in this
guide can be somewhat subjective, it is an important part of the
overall evaluation of a spill removal device. This guide covers
performance factors other than recovery rate and efficiency that
will affect the device’s performance in an actual spill. Their
consideration allows the comprehensive evaluation or compari-
son of spill removal devices.

4.3 Caution must be exercised whenever test data are used
to predict performance in actual spill situations as the uncon-
trolled environmental conditions that affect performance in the
field are rarely identical to conditions in the test tank.

4.4 Portions of this guide are specifically intended for
skimmers with hydraulic power supplies. This is not intended
to limit application of this guide to skimmers with other power
supplies such as electric or pneumatic.
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