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Privacy Padlocks
This standard is issued under the fixed designation F2348; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (&) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.
1. Scope

1.1 This specification covers functional, operational, and
security requirements for padlocks. Included are function
descriptions, operational tests, forcing tests, and surreptitious
entry tests.

1.2 This specification describes and grades various levels of
performance to provide users of the specification with criteria
upon which to select suitable padlocks.

1.3 Tests described are laboratory tests, and although they
simulate field conditions as to attacks, they do not duplicate
these conditions. Tests described are repeatable in the labora-
tory.

1.4 Some users of this specification may wish to use
padlocks that have special attributes not related to security.

1.5 This specification describes and grades various levels of
performance provided by limited dual custody operation.

1.6 The specific padlocks included have shackles of limited
diameter, permitting attachment to existing zipper slides and
zipper pulls and other devices provided for closure.

1.7 These padlocks are considered “privacy padlocks” of-
fering limited protection to forced attack similar to that
provided by tamper-indicative security seals. A successful
forced attack would be indicated by the damage done to the
padlock. For padlocks offering greater protection to forced
attack, the user is directed to Performance Specification F883.

1.8 The values stated in SI units are to be regarded as the
standard. The inch-pound units given in parentheses are
provided for information only.

1.9 The following precautionary caveat pertains only to the
test method portions, Sections 8 — 11, of this specification: This
standard does not purport to address the safety concerns, if
any, associated with its use. It is the responsibility of the user
of this standard to establish appropriate safety and health
practices and determine the applicability of regulatory limita-
tions prior to use.

' This specification is under the jurisdiction of ASTM Committee F12 on
Security Systems and Equipmentand is the direct responsibility of Subcommittee
F12.50 on Locking Devices.
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2.1 ASTM Standards:*
F883 Performance Specification for Padlocks

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard:

3.1.1 acceptance testing, v—to assure by documented test-
ing that a padlock meets specific tests of Specification F2348 as
agreed to by the buyer and seller.

3.1.2 case, n—housing or body of a lock or latch.

3.1.3 certified, v—to assure by documented testing that a
padlock meets all test requirements appropriate to its grading.

3.1.4 combination lock, n—lock that is operated by local
input of a specific series or sequence of numbers or letters.

3.1.5 cylinder, n—complete operating unit which usually
consists of the plug, shell, tumblers, springs, plug retainer, a
cam/tailpiece or other actuating device, and all other necessary
operating parts.

3.1.6 cylinder bitting, n—group of numbers that represent
the bitting of a key or the tumblers, or both, of a lock or
cylinder.

3.1.7 decode, v—to determine a key combination by physi-
cal measurement of a key or cylinder parts, or both.

3.1.8 heel, n—part of a padlock shackle that normally is
retained in the case when in the unlocked position.

3.1.9 independent dual custody, adj—function of a mecha-
nism that allows access by two different people with different
credentials.

3.1.10 keyway, n—the opening in a lock or cylinder that is
shaped to accept a key bit or blade of a proper configuration.

3.1.11 manipulate, v—dialing process typically used with
combination locks to determine operational status of the lock,
potential combinations, or attempt to free the mechanism.

3.1.12 manipulation, n—opening method for mechanical
combination locks that uses the tolerances of that lock to
determine an opening combination.

2 For referenced ASTM standards, visit the ASTM website, www.astm.org, or
contact ASTM Customer Service at service @astm.org. For Annual Book of ASTM
Standards volume information, refer to the standard’s Document Summary page on
the ASTM website.
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