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INTRODUCTION

Healthcare protective clothing, including surgical gowns, is worn by healthcare workers to protect
both the patient and the healthcare worker from the transfer of microorganisms, body fluids, and other
contaminants from one person to another.

Healthcare workers can be exposed to biological fluids capable of transmitting disease. These
diseases, which may be caused by a variety of microorganisms, can pose significant risks to life and
health. This is especially true of blood-borne pathogens, such as Hepatitis [Hepatitis B Virus (HBV)
and Hepatitis C Virus (HCV)], and Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). Since engineering controls
cannot eliminate all possible exposures, attention is placed on reducing the potential of direct skin
contact with microorganisms, body fluids, and other potentially infectious materials through the use
of protective apparel.

This specification addresses the performance of surgical gowns designed to preserve the sterile field
and/or protect against exposure of healthcare workers to blood, body fluids, and other potentially
infectious materials during surgery and other healthcare procedures.

This specification establishes uniform testing and reporting requirements for surgical gown
manufacturers in order to provide information to end-users that can be used in making informed
decisions in the selection and purchase of surgical gowns according to the anticipated exposures. This
information is also useful for helping end users comply with the Occupational Safety and Health

Administration’s Blood-borne Pathogen Standard (29 CFR 1910.1030).

1. Scope

1.1 This specification establishes requirements for the
performance, documentation, and labeling of surgical gowns
used in the healthcare facilities. Four levels of barrier proper-
ties for surgical gowns are specified in AAMI PB70 and are
included in this specification for reference purposes.

Note 1—Some properties require minimum performance and others are
for documentation only.

Note 2—AAMI PB70 evaluates the barrier properties of surgical gown
fabrics using water only in Levels 1, 2, and 3. Since surgical gowns are
exposed to blood and other fluids with different surface tensions, the
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performance of additional testing to identify the barrier levels to simulated
biological fluids is required for a Level 4 gown.

1.2 This specification does not cover all the requirements
that a healthcare facility deems necessary to select a product,
nor does it address criteria for evaluating experimental prod-
ucts.

1.3 This specification is not intended to serve as a detailed
manufacturing or purchase specification, but can be referenced
in purchase specifications as the basis for selecting test
requirements.

1.4 The values stated in SI units or in other units shall be
regarded separately as standard. The values stated in each
system must be used independently of the other, without
combining values in any way.

1.5 This standard does not purport to address all of the
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
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